Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



► 



ll«3l,7''5 




HARVARD 
COLLEGE 
LIBRARY 




uM«ai«i 



JrC'.,<<,TJ- 



(.}■ 




!■> 




^ 



INDUSTRIES. 



PRINTED FOR , 

CIRCULATJaN ABROAD. 



^ , 



■ 

I 



I 



THE INDUSTRIES 



I 

\ 

i 

OF 



CLAREMONT, NEW HAMPSHIRE, 



PAST AND PRESENT. 



BY 

SIMEON IDE. 



-•O*- 



CLAREMONT. 

THE CLAREMONT MANUFACTUEING COMPANY. 

1879. 





PEEFATORY REMARKS. * 

The following brief account of the rise and progress 
of the manufacturing industries of Claremont, and of 
its other interests intimately related thereto, has been 
compiled in compliance with the request of several of 
our citizens who take an active interest in whatever is 
calculated to promote its prosperity. The writer has 
gathered from the most reliable sources of this kind of 
information at hand, and embodied in these few pages, 
such historical facts and incidents regarding the opera- 
tions of individuals and of incoiporated companies en- 
gaged in manufacturing enterprises here, from its first 
settlement to the present day, as he deemed most inter- 
esting and worthy of note, and as will be of some value 
to those of his readers who may preserve the pamphlet 
for future reference. And it is thought it may be of 
especial service to the friends and con'espondents of 
our business men and others who may make use of 
it as a medium for enlightening those of them .resid- 
ing at a greater or less distance abroad, as to what has 
been done, and is now being done, in our business cir- 
cles. A^d more especially will it be gratifying to the 
former residents of ** Old Claremont," of whom there 
are not a few scattered up and down in this broad land, 
to learn from its pages, that she, (their dear old home) 
in spite of the past six years of " hard times", is still 
progressing, moderately though surely, in local and 
beneficial improvements. And we beg leave to add, 
that although it is not so thorough and extended a re- 
view of its progress or present status as may be desir- 
ed, ^et it is one we have taken much pains to make 
correct, as far as it does go. 



[Nearly all of the present edition of this pamphlet was engaged, be- 
f ore it went to press. If another is wanted, subscriptions towards its 
cost should be made to the Author at once] 
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CLAREMONT, N. H. 



When I first became a resident of Glare moot, in 1884, 
this village was a little hamlet of some 800 or 400 inhab- 
itants — pleasantly cooped up by mountains and bins, at a 
respectful distance on either side; — and it was within 

about three miles of " the dark rolling" Connecticut, 

the same as at the present day. Its natural attractions, 
as a place of residence, were inviting — but more especi- 
ally its bicsiness attractions ; fo'r there was the same " Su- 
ga/r River," with its 130-ft. fall of water, running through 
it, that runs through it now : and old ." Sunapee Lake,"* 
10 miles long, by an average width of about 1 mile, held 
in reserve its vast store of liquid sweetening^ to replenish 
said river in " a dry time," thj^t it does now : and I have 
undertaken to show, as briefly as may be, and from the 
most reliable sources of information on that point readily 
at hand, what usb was made here of this large water- 
power, all the way down from the first settlement of the 
town^ in 1765, to th^ present day. 

From the statistics I have at hand, it would seem there 
was comparatively but very little use made of it previous 
to the year 1883-4. • There was then at the upper fall 
(Ko. 1.)) a gristmill on the south side, and a sawmill and 
gristmill on the north side of the river. On the secona 
fall (No. 2), not anything: On the third fall (No. 8), 
south side, a wool-carding and fulling mill, carried on by 
Woodman & Elmer, and a furnace, by Roswell Elmer ; 

* Its waters are held in reserve by a dam at the outlet, for 
use in " low water," as ordered by the Directors of the Sunapee 
Dam Corporation. 
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and on the north side a small hand-making papermill, 
having two 120-lb. pulp engines^ and other necessary ap- 
pliances of that (lay, in proportion, for making paper- 
owned and o])erated by Fiske & Blake, successors of the 
first papermaker in Cheshire county, Col. Josiah Stb- 
VBNS. On fall No. 4 was a T-ft. dam, and, till the 1st of 
Jan. '38, only water enough was drawn from it to move 
Timothy Eastman's bark-grinding machine. The Clare- 
mont Manufacturing Company's Stone Factory, on the 
south side, had recently been put in order to receive its ma- 
chinery. On the 5th fall, east side of the river, was the 
Tyler saw and gristmill : on the west side, a wool-card- 
ing, spinning, weaving and cloth -dressing factory. On 
the 6th fall, west side, Farwell's cotton factory with Bil- 
lings' machine shop in the basement or L— first put in op- 
eration in 1831 ; and on the west side, in ^^ the gully", a 
small slate-sawing and planing mill, operated by Curtis 
Stoddard. On falls Nos. 7, 8 and 9, in 1882, not even a 
dam had been built, so far as I can learn. 

As may well be supposed, in this incipient stage oi 
manufacturing enterprise in Claremont, little, if anything 
was made here for markets outside of the neighboring 
towns on both sides of the Connecticut. These " estab- 
lishments" were for custom-work, mainly. 

About the year 1832 a few go-ah^ad citizens of Clare- 
mont thought it was time to wake up, and see if some- 
thing could not be done in the way of improving their 
abundant water-power. Instead of first calling on the 
old god Hercules for help, they put their own shoul- 
ders to the wheel to give business a start; and, after hav- 
ing pretty much exhausted tJieir awn strength, they took 
judicious measures to invite capital and enterprise from 
abroad. I think it could be shown by a correct statement 
of facts, that not less than One Bundred and Fifty Thous- / 
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and Dollars invested in manufacturing concerns, by those 
^^go.ahead citizens,^' and those from other towns, whom 
they enlisted in the same enterprises to give business a 
start here, during the years 1834 to ^88^thatthis sudf, at 
least, was lost Vy them in starting it. 

And, with the kind reader^s leave, I will go on and 
contrast these small beginnings with what is now being 
done with this 130 feet of water-fall through this " little 
hamlet" of '32, — now, by the use of its water-power, sus- 
taining a population, probably, ten-fold the number it did 
in 1832, or could now sustain, but for the use of its ^^ Su- 
gar River" element. 

Following the above order, in a more minute historical, 
descriptive view of the several present and former mill- 
sites in the village proper of Clar«mont — the earliest date 
at which I find there had been any use made of that at fall 
No. 1, north side of the river, was about the year 1800, 
when Stephen Dexter e^-ected a small building there, and 
he and his brother, Ool. David Dexter, carried on in it a 
Scythe-making concern, till about 1824. They also owned 
grist, saw and oil mills, located on and near where the 
Monadnock Mills Co.'s sawmill now stands, which were 
run by water drawn from a low dam then standing about 
midway between dams Nos. 1 and 2. On the decease of 
Ool. Dexter, in 1830, his son-in-law, Moses Wheeler, (in 
'31), succeeded the Messrs. Dexter in the several branches 
of business above stated, (except the scythe factory) as 
sole proprietor, and carried them on till his decease, in 
1858. 

In 1837j|j|^ two -story brick building took the site of 

the old Dexter scythe shop, and was owned and occupied 

by the " Olaremont Carriage Co.", two or three years. 

*' Hard Times" -finally put a stop to this company 'S'opera- 

^ tions, antl soon ^terwi^ds their buildings were destroyed 
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by fire. Paran Stevens, Tirao. Eastman, Moses Wheeler, 
A. J. Tenny (T. J. Harris, as Agent), were of this company. 
In 1843-4 the present S-story brick building was erected. 
It stood empty a few years ; when John Fiske put into it 
cotton machinery, and run it 2 or 8 years ; then a Mr. Coz- 
ens bought the property — continued business but a sliort 
time ; when the Monadnock Mills Oo. bought and continu- 
ed its use as a cott>on-mill till '63, and then substituted the 
woolen for the old cotton machinery. This is tlie only 
factory, on the north side of the river, operated by power 
from fall No. 1. 

On the south side, in olden time, Ool. Josiah Stevens, 
(it is said), built a one-story wooden building at the south 
end of the " Upper Bridge", and put into it machinery for 
making paper— where I»recollect calling on him, in 1810, 
for a few reams to supply an immediate want in the of- 
fice of the Vermont Eepublican; (where I was then a type- 
setter, as I am here, now) — but when he began, or left off, 
making paper there, I am unable to say ; but am told that 
not long after that date, (in '12), his mill was burnt down, 
and the present 2-8tory building erected there; which, 
in '81, was owned and occupied by David W. Dexter as 
a gristmill. It has since been tenanted for various pur- 
poses, and is now the repair-shop of the Monadnock Mills 
Company.* 

The MonadDoek Mills Company, 

DANEBjL W. JOHNSON, AGENT, 

Commenced business in '44, (under a charterij^t. L. Jar- 
vis had procured in '31). Their main factory buildings are 
located at fall I^o. 2. — About the year '36 the citizens of 
the "Upper Village", or on ''the Plain", plrceiving how 
fast '^ factory buildings" were accumulating at the '^ Low- ^ 
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er Village", began to realize the necessity of bestirring 
themselves, lest " the centre of gravity" should finally cul- 
minate " down there" 1 This rivalry between the two 
sections of the village proper was not without its bene- 
ficial effect on its growth : although the mutual jealousies 
their strifes engendered was, now and then, a drawback. 
At this time a few 6f the wealthy citizens on the Plain 
associated themselves in a corporation styled ** The Upper 
Falls Company"— went to Work and expended some $25, 
000 in the purchase of land, water-power, etc., and the 
erection of their large 4-story factory building and tene- 
ment houses. They had merely put up their factory's 
walls, the roof on, and windows and doors in, when their 
capital was used up; and, through the Jackson- Van 
Buren tariff and currency tinkering, " Hard Times" came 
on, and they suspended ftfrther operations. In this con- 
dition their building stood for a long time, till currently 
known among us as the " Old Upper Falls Factory" — 
exposed to the unruly winds, and the far more destruct- 
ive stones of unruly boys, till it was a matter of doubt in 
the minds of passers-by, whether the whole outnumbered 
the hrolcen panes of glass in it. At length one of those 
" bloated bondholders" (about whom B. F. Butler has 
said so much), came up here from "the Hub" in the night- 
time, took a view of the premises, and, — went back 
again ; and a few days after it was reported " on change" 
— and at length it was found to be a fact — that said Upper 
Falls Company had sold its entire property for $8,0001 
—less tlian an eighth of its original cost. And, as the 
world -renc^wned financier, Pakan Stevens, a large stock- 
holder, engineered the transaction, we may be sure it was 
a judicious one. Paekek, Wilder &^Co. of Boston, and 
their associates, bought the " Upper Falls" property in 
1843, — organized the Monadnock Mills Company, and 
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commenced business in this Upper Falls factory in Ml 
Henry Kussell acting as their agent about two years. 

We have not data from which to trace the history of 
this company's proceedings during the past 35 years ; but 
think we may add, without fear of contradiction, that 
it has been a blessing to this town, as well as to ita 
operatives; for it has gone steadily on — 17 years .under 
the skilful management of the late Jonas Livingston, 
and 16 years under that of Daniel W. Johnson, Esq., 
its present Agent, — appropriating a large portion of its 
earnings to new buildings, machinery and other means of 
increasing its business operations, from year to year, till 
it now gives employment to three hundered and thirty 
male and female laborers, and pays, without grudging, as 
it has done for many years past, about one-tenth of our 
town's taxes. " Corporations have no souls," says an old 
adage — which will not apply in this case. 

In their woolen mill on fall No. 1, [before described], 
which its owners designate as No. 3, they now employ 
86 hands, run 8 sets of cards, and produce 220,000 yards 
of mixed flannels per annum, valued at $ 36,000. 

On fall No. 2, [16 ft], the Monadnock Mills Oo.'s Nos. 1 
and 2' factory buildings are located, on the south side of 
the river. Their bed-spread or L building, which was 
erected in '78, is run by power from fall No. 3, [13 ft].— ^ 
Their No. 2 factory was built in 1853. In these two mills 
and the L are now run 16,000 spindles, with looms equal 
to 500 one-yard looms — making table cloths, napkins, 
bed-spreads and plain cloth, from one to three yards wide, 
and consuming, for these several fabrics, about* 800,000 
pounds of cotton per annum. These two mills employ 
about 300 operatives, and manufacture goods valued at 
$ 200,000 per annum. The capital of this company is 
1 200,000 ; its tenements and dwellings 27. Its factory (^ 
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buildings form a connected row 575 feet in length, and its 
works of all kinds occupy an area of 8 or 9 acres. 



The SnlliTan Machine Company, 

J. p. UPHAM, PBBS'T., 0. B. BIOS, TBEAS., 

Now occupies a water-power from fall No. 8, [18 ft.] 
•which was formerly owned by Roswell Elmer, who oper- 
ated a small iron foundery for casting plows, stoves, pot- 
ash kettles, etc., etc. — afterwards by George W. Emerson, 
who cinried on the same business for 7 or 8 years prior to 
1860^when he built the original machine shop, now a part 
of one of the buildings occupied by the Sullivan Macliine 
Company. D. A. Olay & Go. leased this shop, and, in ^51, 
started the machine business. Afterwards J. P. Upham, 
of the firm of D. A. Clay & Co., purchased the property, 
and made extensive additions of buildings and machinery 
for the purpose of carrying on the inanufacture of water- 

«and machinery in general — in which he was large- 
iged until '68, when the property was sold to the 
in Machine Company. Their buildings occupy an 
area of some three or four acres, and contain machin- 
ery for manufacturing a large variety of tools, machines 
and industrial implements, among which is the celebrated 
" Diamond Drill", now in extensive use — the patent for 
which they own. This drill is used for quarrying marble, 
slate and other valuable stone — notably in Vermont, 
where it has materially lessened the cost of quarrying the 
apparently inexhaustible mines of that useful commodity. 
Besides the sale of over $ 100,000 worth of those, drills, 
this company now own and run on contract, in the mar- 
*^ ble quarries of Vermont, over $50,000 worth, on their 
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own account—having a branch shop at West Rutland to 
keep them in repair for this, business ; and, in running 
their machinery they employ about 26 men at Rutland 
and vicinity some eight months of the year; while their 
average working force at home is about 45 men. 

The products of this company jare many and various : 
consisting of water-wheels, marble drills, mill-irons, and 
machinery, generally — of which they turn out, annually, 
a large amount in first-class style of workmanship. 

Their Superintendent, Mr. Albert Ball, has designed 
and perfected some of the most valuable manufacturing 
appliances now in use. Among them are the Roving Can^ 
made mostly of paper, to take the place of tin cwis for- 
merly in use in cotton mills ; and a Cop Tube^ for the man- 
ufacture of which, in their new, large and thoroughly fin- 
ished 2-story building, the company are making extensive 
preparations, by the construction and arrangement of the 
requisite machinery. Mr. Ball is spoken of as being an 
" eminently ingenious and distinguished mechanic", and a 
valuable member of this company. 

This is one of the oldest establishments amongj 

manufacturing purposes — having been under the^ 

agement of its present efficient President about 29 

As a proof of the estimation in which the senior owner 

is held by his employes, the company has several of them 
now in its service, who have held responsible positions 
in it a long time — of whom we are permitted to men- 
tion the names of — ^David Perkins, machinist, 27 years ; 
Almon F. Wolcott, foreman manchinist, 26 years; Ohas. 
Tibbills 24 years ; Geo. W. Holden. in the wood-work 
department, 24 years. 
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The Claremont Manufacturing Company^ 

GEORGE G. IDE, AGENT, LEMTJEh N. IDE, OLEBK. 



This company's factory buildings are located at fall 
No. 4, [12 ft.] south side. It was' chartered in 1882, and 
was the first company for manufacturing purposes, or- 
ganized by citizens of Claremont, that has been in con- 
tin uou^s operation^ under a charter by the Legislature of N. 
Hampshire, from that date to the present time. Its fac- 
tory buildings and tenement houses w^re erected in '32-3 
— the stone of. which the former, and one of the latter 
■were constructed, was quarried at, and within a few rods 
of, the site of their main building. 

Austin Tylkr, Doct. Timothy Gleason, Wm. Rossiter 
and Timothy Eastman were the most actiye and influen- 
tial individuals engaged in organizing this company. — 
Their modus operandi for this purpose may be considered 
as peculiar, by financiers of the present day. For instance, 
they hoped, by the sale of stock at $ 200 per share, to se- 
cure a capital of $100,000: but they commenced busi- 
ness before they had in hand a tenth part of that amount. 
Having obtained about money enough by the sale of shares 
to pay for 15 acres of land on the south side of the river, 
bounded, I was told, on the east by Roswell Elmer, on the 
south by Sullivan street, west by Harvey Tolles, and on the 
north by Sugar River and E. Tyler's dwelling-house lot 
and grist and sawmill-yard — contiguous to which land are 
FOUR of the most valuable water-falls in the village — they 
came in possession of sufficient 'capital, as they supposed, 
to warrant their hiring of Hon. Geo. B. Upham $ 10,000 
— •* every dollar of which and no more," (as Austin Tyler 
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once told me) " was expended in building their Stone 
Factory and two dwelling-houses." 

The business originally contemplated by this company 
was the manufacture . of cotton and woolen goods and 
of printing and writing papers: and, by about the 1st of 
January, 1833, they were prepared with the requisite ma- 
chinery, &;c., to commence making satinets and printing 
and writing papers. They had not made much progress, 
however, in that direction, except to get fairly under way, 
with a few operatives, and a foreman in each department, 
when in the fall of '34, Simeon Ide, theif engaged in pub- 
lishing a weekly newspaper, bookselling and manufactur- 
ing books, job-priflting, etc., went down to Olaremont 
from his old home in Windsor, to see about buying some 
paper of this new company. 

"While looking over their works with the papermill 
foreman, Christopher Ervin, he made the casual remark to 
him : " I guess you might spare enough room here for my 
power printing press" — not thinking anything of the kind 
might ever happen. In the course of several weeks after, 
Mr. Ide was waited on at his office by two directors of 
the Claremont Manufacturing Company, (Messrs. Tyler 
and Gleason), and the result of the negotiation that ensu- 
ed between those parties was, that the said Ide's entire 
printing, book-binding and bookstore establishment soon 
became a part of said company's property : — in exchange 
for which he received what he then considered a fair 
equivalent, viz: 100 slips of paper called **0. M. Co's. 
certificates of shares," then valued at $ 200"each ; but 4 or 
5 years afterwards, in consequence of liberal " water- 
ing," and the depreciation in the * estimated' value of its 
real estate, etc., said stock was not worth, " in the mark- 
et," a tenth of $ 200— when its Real Estate fell from $ 60, 
000, down to $ 20,000— a shrinkage of $40,000 in one year 1 
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To make room for their printing presses, type and book- 
binding apparatus, the satinet machinery was sold to 
the " Sullivan Manufacturing Co.," an outgrowth of this 
company, then just started at the lower falls [No. 8,] on 
its 15-acre purchase above referred to; and in December, 
1834, their book-making machinery was moved from 
Windsor and put in motion in said company's Stone Mill. 

At the first meeting of this company's stock-holders, 
under the new arrangement for its business, Simeon Idb 
was elected its Agent, to which office he was annually re- 
appointed till 1858, when he declined a reelection, and 
his brother-in-law, Edwaed L. Goddaed, succeeded him. 
At their annual meeting in June, '67, Geobqb G. Idb, its 
present Agent, was elected — ^his brother, Lemuel N. Id^ 
superintending the paper-making department, and Samuel 
L. Faeman the book-making. 

Thus it will be seen, that this company has, under the 
superintendence of three different Agents or managers, 
been in operation about forty-five years, and has been 
diligently at work — manufacturing paper for the newspa- 
per and periodical press — school-books, miscellaneous and 
Church publications for the city booksellers-sprinting 
pamphlets, blanks, cards, posters and all kinds of letter- 
press job-work for their old customers in the country round 
about, " far off and near." It runs 3 Adams and 2 job 
presses. In the papermill department it has 4 engines of 
200 to 400 lbs. capacity — ^a 72-inch Fourdrinier machine, 
with 2 stacks of calender rolls attached — can work up 600 
tons of rags annually ; and the aggregate amount of their 
annual products, in all departments, varies from $40, 
000 to $ 50,000. In " good times" it has employed nearly 
100 — and even now employs some 50 or 60 operatives. 

This Company also stereotypes for its customers, and 
has in its brick safe the plates of over 200 different school- 
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books, church iostruction, theological and other works 
manufactured for them— a large number of which have 
been stored for safe keeping, and editions from them print- 
ed as ordered from time to time, for 20 or 25 years past. 

Among the agents, overseers and operatives employed 
by this company the pastes years, we add the names and 
terms of service of the following: — As Agents^ Simeon 
Ide, 24 years; Edward L. Goddard, (who had been their 
chief clerk about 20 years), 9 years ; and George G. Ide, 
(who has been in the company's continuous employment 
26 years), 12 years. — As Suprintendent of Papermill De- 
partment^ Lemuel N. Ide, 23 years.-^ Foremen of Printing 
JDepH, Nichrtls W. Goddard, 36 years ; Henry 0. Fay, the 
present efficient foreman), 9 years. — Foremen of the BooJc- 
Mndery^ John Terry, 5 years ; Benjamin D. Howe, 11 ; S. 
H. Bateman, 6; Daniel M. Ide, 18; Alfred Tracy, 5 years 
as foreman — previously, as apprentice and journeyman, 
about 30 years — (their present foreman, and a " first-class" 
workman). — In the Papermill Department^ Christopher 
Ervin, Samuel and William Wales, John Blake and Solo- 
mon Stimpson, in succession, till 1846, when June Pierce 
commeneed as the foreman of their wrapping-paper, and 
afterwards of their printing-paper mill — 27 years ; and 
his son, June Alonzo, has been in the company's service 
as apprentice and journeyman, and as foreman the past 
12 years — in all some 22 years — (a faithful, trusty hand.) 
Several female employes deserve honorable mention for 
long'service ; especially two of them whose term of em- 
ployment is about 24 years each : but we mus'nt put their 
names in here, as they prefer not to " appear in print.^^ 
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The Home HiU. 



The 3-story brick building at fall N"o. 4, north side,- wa8 
erected by the Claremont Manufacturing Oo. in 1836 ; 
the design being to occupy it for making fine writing 
papers only. Having gone no farther with the undertak- 
ing than to protect the walls with roof and -windows, it 
" weathered the storms" (and stones), minus any inside 
finish, a long time — the "hard times" consequent upon 
the money-market troubles of 1837-8 and after, putting a 
damper upon their " fine papermill" project — the said 
shell of a building remained the 0. M. Co.'s property till 
about the year '49, when a few of its stock-holders bought 
it and one-half of said company's water-power, paying for 
it less than half the original cost of the building only. The 
new proprietors finished and furnished it with cotton ma- 
chinery, and sold it at a sacrifice of several thousand dol- 
lars, to Geo. D. Dutton of Boston : and, in 1852, it became 
the property of Arnold Briggs & Oo. of Woonsocket, R. I. 
This company kept it in successful operation, under Mr. 
Briggs' management, until about the year 1 875 ; when 
its mill gates were shut down, and were kept shut, by 
another series of " commercial depression" years, till two 
years after the decease, in '76, of this highly respected and 
et-tiraable citizen, who had run it. The Home Mill is now 
owned and operated by Pierce, Hardy & Oo. of BoSton, 
— running 3,000 spindles and 54 looms — consuming about 
200,000 lbs. of cotton, and making about 600,000 yards 
of sheeting annually, and employing not far from 40 op- 
eratives. 
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The Ea&tman Tannery 

Is the oldest and only establishment of the kind in town. 
Its main building, located at fall No. 4, north side, was 
bnilt by Timothy Eaptman in 1811, who was, for nearly 
half a century .a prominent, enterprising, public spirited 
citizen of Olaremont, up to the time of his decease in 
1859. In '67 his son, Charles H., succeeded him in the 
business of tanning, and has been a successful manager — 
has added materially to the productive capacity of the 
old establishment, by the erection of additional buildings 
and labor-saving machinery. On the site of the small 
building destroyed by fire in 1870, he erected the large 
2-story one now covering a large number of vats at the 
south end of the original building. The annual consump- 
tion of bark is between 400 and 500 cords — number of 
hides tanned about 5000, and he employs 6 hands. 



The Sugar River Mill& Company. 

At fall No. 5, east side of the river, the grist and saw- 
mills of this company stand on the site of the old ^* Tyler 
MilW"* — known by that name " so long, that the memory 
of man runneth not to the contrary." I have ascertained 
thatr Benjamin Ttlbk, one of the first settlers of Olare- 
mont, — who owned all the water-power, from fall No. 1 
to No. 9, both inclusive, on the south and east side of the 
river— erected the first grist and sawmills in town, at the 
West Part, in 1766, and the " Old Tyler Mills" here, in 
1785; and gave the latter to his son Ephraim, on his 
coming of age, who continued their owner until 1836. 
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Abont this time, as many of our citizens may well re- 
member, (some of them, perhaps, to their sorrow), specu- 
lation in real estate ran mountain high. In '1836 $400 
was paid Ephraira Tyler for the lot on which Patten's 
Block and the 0. M. Oo.'s old Bookstore stand. It was 
none of your bogus, irredeemable •* Greenback" money, 
neither ; such as, within the past fifteen years, previous to 
'78, was intrinsically worth only 50 to 75 cts. on the dol- 
lar — but such money as " Uncle Ephraim" could, if he 
desired, take up to old President Upham's bank, and get 
*' dollar for dollar" for in gold. And, as a still more 
notable illustration of the speculating mania here: — in 
1886 a company consisting of three citizens of Keene and 
three of this town, each of whom had accumulated " a 
handsome property" by legitimate methods, bought the 
Tyler mills and mill-yard of Ephraim Tyler. They pur- 
posed the displacement of those old dilapidated structures, 
and putting in their place suitable buildings for a first- 
class calico printing establishment. In the spring of '37 
they commenced clearing the grounds preparatory to the 
erection of their ):)uildings, when the sirocco tempests ot 
financial troubles of that and many following years ad- 
monished them 10 " hold on a spell." They did so for a 
" long spell" — and, after holding and running the mills 4 
or 5 years, (the Or. side of their leger overbalancing the 
Dt, side all the time), the entire property went back into 
the hands of its former life-long owner, at less than one- 
third the sum it originally cost them. Perhaps we wrong 
the memories of these six citizens, however, to cite this 
as a speculatvoe operation. Who knows that, but for those 
" sirocco financial tempests", another " Monadnock Mills," 
manufacturing establishment (to speak metaphorically) 
might not have rained down upon us ? 

These mills were afterwards rented by Mr. Tyler and 
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his administrator to L. W. Randall and others, until 1854, 
when they were bonght by E. W. Sanborn, Abner Stow- 
ell, A. Dutton and Brown & Hart, who built the present 
S-story brick building in ^55, and the sawmill adjoining in 
^56. Their gristmill has 8 run of stone, 4 flouring bolts, 
is motioned by 11 Tyler water-wheels, and its capacity is 
equal to the manufacture of 10,000 barrels of flour per 
annum. 

These mills are now owned by the Sugar River Mill 
Company. The flouring department of this concern has 
been recently leased for a term of years, by Messrs*. Mace 
& Tilden, lately of Lebanon, N. H. Mr. Geo. H. Stowell 2d 
has charge of the lumbering department. 



The Old Heacbam Factory 

Was situated on fall No. 5, opposite the Tyler Mills. It is 
supposed to have been the first mill erected in Sullivan 
county for the manufacture of woolen fabrics — was built in 
1813, by Asa MEAOHAM,(father of Asa Meacham now living 
in Springfield, Yt., in his 92d year.) It was a 2-story build- 
ing; and was occupied by Asa Meacham, jr., — by his 
brother Benjamin, Woodman & Rockwell, Wilson & Earl, 
and William Earl, manufacturers of woolen goods, until 
'54, when it was destroyed by fire. In '56 the privilege 
was bought by Simeon Ide — ^the dry-shop and store-house 
being all the buildings on it that escaped the fire. He fit- 
ted up the first named for a work shop, with water-power 
to run machinery ; which he rented several years to dif- 
ferent parties, for the making of Wolcott's scales, mowing 
machines, etc.^-the other he converted into a dwelling- 
house. In 1859 he erected the "Round Building" — a 2- 
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story, fire-proof brick strnctnre, and put into it apparatus 
for warming every part of it by steam. In '60 it was 
supplied with printing and book-binding apparatus and 
machinery ; and be had got well under way in manufact- 
uring books, under a $10,000 contract with a Boston pub- 
lisher, wliose principal sales were by bis agents in the 
Southern States, and the breaking out of the great Rebel- 
lion of '61 put a stop to his sales there, and caused a 
suspension of that business by his employer; the failure 
of his power-press and of the party who guaranteed its 
soundness and durability, added to the nonfulfilment of 
said contract, together with the general depression of the 
book-making enterprises of that era, prevented his far- 
ther occupancy of that building for that purpose. 



Freeman & O'Neil's Kanufaetory of Stair-Builder's Supplies. 

This is a recent and valuable accession to our manufac- 
turing industries. It is located at fall "No, 5, where Wm. 
Earl's dry-shop formerly stood. The site and water-power 
for these works was purchased of Ira Proctor, and the 
present 2-story building was erected by Freeman & O'Neil 
in 1874-5, and in May, '75 their work-shops were fitted up 
with the latest improved machinery for their branch of 
manufacture, which is operated by one of Tyler's improv- 
ed water-wheels; the whole establishment costing about 
$ 10,000. Black walnut is the kind of lumber principal- 
ly used, which is brought directly from the "Western for- 
ests — and of which they work up about 150,000 feet an- 
nually. They employ a number of skilful and experienced 
mefhanics — their pay-roll amounting to about $ 5,000, and 
their sales to about $25,000 annually. Capital invested 
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Ist Jan., '79, $16,000. This bids fair to become one of 
onr most enterprising and progressive business concerns — 
their goods being in demand from all parts of oar own 
country ; and, within the past year, they have shipped 
large quantities of them to Europe, where one of the firm 
has gone the present season, to give personal attention to 
the wants and tastes of the European markets. 

Their annual catalogue, illustrating the designs of their 
manufacture, (which they originate), is sent free to house 
builders who may apply for it — it containing their price 
list, etc. 



The Sugar River Paper Mill Company. 

JOHN TYLER, PRES'T, J. L. FARWELL, TREAS'B, 

JOHN T. EKERSON, AGENT. 

We now come down to fall No. 6, on the east side of 
the river. —Soon after the war of the Rebellion broke out, 
such was the demand for newspapers, and so inflated be< 
came the currency of the country, that the price of paper, 
as well as that of many other products of our manufact- 
uring establishments,-— notably those of cotton and woolen 
goods and shoe-leather — rose to an unprecedented figure, 
and so continued for many years afterwards. Stimulated 
by this state of the market, a number of our wealthy 
citizens, led on by John L. Farwell, (who is prominent 
among our public spirited citizens), organized the above 
company, who appropriated their capital of $100,000 for 
the purchase of water-power, the erection of their facto- 
ry ^nd other buildings and the necessary machinery for a 
first-class Papermill. It commenced business in 1868, and 
has since made additions to increase its capacity ; and it 
now turns out about 5,000 lbs. of paper per diem. Its 
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presideni, John Tyler, 2cl, was the sole engineer in con- 
structing and filling with machinery the " Sugar River 
MiH" company's bftilding, og tlie fall above, and perform- 
ed the same ofiice, also, for the proprietors of this Sugar 
River Papermill, of which he is a fifth part owner. He 
18 the same indefatigable John Tyler who invented and 
patented the renowned " Tyler Water- Wheel^^'' and made 
*"*" a fortune out it" ! And, it is doing him but justice to 
add, that nowhere hereabouts, if in the New England 
States, can be found a more competent or better qualified 
mill-wright for this class of engineering. 

This company now run four 400 lbs. pulp engines, and 
two 600 lbs. (iia: ; one 76 in. Fourdrinier machine, with 
3 stacks of 27 hard chilled callender rolls attached. Its 
mill produces about 800 tons (»f paper, and works up 
nearly twice that quantity of rags per annum, and gives 
employment to 50 men and women. 

The Sugar River Papermill company also own an- 
other intrinsically valuable water-power, in the "gul- 
ly", opposite their main dam, having about 20 ft. fall, 
"We say intrinsically valuable, because it can really be of 
but little if any value, so long as the unobstructed right 
to the use of one half the river in that channel is in liti- 
gation : for, so long as that right is in question, it stands 
to reason, that no judicious person would select it as a 
site for manufacturing purposes. It is devoutly to be de- 
sired, for the interest of the owners of this privilege, as 
well as of the village and town at large, that this litiga- 
tion may come speedily to an end, and the parties con- 
cerned in it may be relieved of the drudgery of following 
court after court, and feeing lawyers — " to the end of the 
chapter" — if, indeed, it has an end. 
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The lafiiyette Privilegey 

■ 

On fall N"o. 7, west side of the river, (in the gully), was 
bought of Bill Barnes in 1828, by Arad Taylor; who, 
in company with several others, originated an embryo pa- 
per corporation of the above name for the manufacture 

of something — it is not known what. In that era of 

corporation-making, about the year 1836, they put this 
property on the market in 32 shares, at $100 each, which 
were soon taken up and held by individuals till '44; when 
Chester Dunckley bought a greater part of them, and built 
the 2-story building, with the L, as now seen. The lower 
story was occupied by L. Tinkham, list-maker, the upper 
story by J. G. Briggs for cabinet work, for many years, 
the while and after, Dunckley occupied the L for sawing 
and dressing slate-stone for walks, gravestones, etc., — ^said 
machinery was all run by one water-wheel. Dunckley's 
slate-stone was drawn -from a quarry in Cornish, about 8 
miles distant, which is probably inexhaustible. — For these 
and other purposes this *' Lafayette Privilege" was used, 
till '66, when R. Shepardson came in possession of it, and 
has added a 3-story building, which is used principally for 
sawing and working up hard wood lumber into fork and 
hoe handles. This {litigation aside)^ is one of the most 
valuable privileges of thfe series — having, as the owner 
claims, about 28 ft. fall-^is not exposed to damage by fresh- 
ets, and has land of sufficient length and breadth on which 
to erect a factory 300 or 400 feet long, on a rock founda- 
tion already at hand. 
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The Emerson-Heywood Privilege. 

On fall Ko. 7, south side, about the year 1842, George 
W. Emerson pnt up a 1-story brick building, in which he 
carried on the furnace business several years ; and about 
the year '58 it came into the occupancy of Simeon Hey- 
wood, who also did something in the furnace department, 
but more at wood-work — manufacturing horse and hand- 
rakes and various other articles. This building was de- 
stroyed by fire in '66, and the dam connected with it, by 
flood, not long afterwards — and neither of them have 
been rebuilt: so, here is another water-fall, in a conven- 
ient locality for business, not now in use. 



The SnlliTan Mannfaetnring Company, 

L.ocated at fall. No. 8, south side, was chartered, I think, 
in 1833, for manufacturing woolen goods. Its main build- 
ing was erected in '34, and was first put in operation for 
making satinets — the machinery for which was transfer- 
red from the Claremont Manufacturing Company's Stone 
mill, as before stated, to give place for their printing and 
book-binding tools and materials. This company did not 
make much headway in its business, however, till 1836, 
-when its directors engaged the seryices of Ormond But- 
ton of Keene as its agent ; under whose administration 
its two dwelling-houses and other out-buildings were put 
Tip ; and, for its limited means, a large quantity ot goods 
■were produced during the two or three years of his agen- 
cy. But, as was the fate of most enterprises of the kind, 
during the series of years of ** hard times" we have so 
often referred to, a large stock of goods had accumulated 
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— which, to meet large and pressing liabilities, had to be 
sold for aboat the cost of the stock consumed in making 
them, and the company's operations were indefinitely sus- 
pended. Its capital of $ 50,000 was used up, and very lit- 
tle else was afterwards done by it as a corporation, except 
to pay off as many of its debts as they could. 

Soon after this company had discontinued business as a 
corporation, its assets were put into the hands of E. L. 
Goddard, as its agent to settle with its creditors ; and on 
the 10th of April, 1844, Tlios Sanford and Wm. Kossiter 
came in possession of said company's real estate ; and, 
under the firm name of " Sanford & Rossiter", they car- 
ried on the manufacture of satinets and other goods till 
into July, '57, when the entire property was purchased of 
them by its present owner and very efficient business 
manager, 

GEORGE L. BALOOM, 

Who has, from time to time, replaced the old with new 
and improved machinery, so that now there is to be seen 
in his mill scarcely a relict of the old. For several years 
during and after the war of the Rebellion, Mr. Balcom 
carried on, in connection with his establisment here, a 
similar one in Proctorsville, Vt., to good advantage to the 
public as well as to himself, as was shown by the fact, 
that a year or two, under the United States' internal 
revenue laws, he paid over to the Collector in New Hamp« 
shire a much larger income tax than any other individual 
in the State ; though there is but little reason to doubt that 
there was more than one individual whose real income ex- 
ceeded his. Though such incidents are out of place here, 
yet, from their scarcity^ they are note- worthy, anywhere. 
And, " while our hand is in", we will refer to another: 
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Many, if not aXi our older citizens, will remember Hiram 
Webb, who was an operative in this mill, I understand 
during most of the time Sanford & Rossiter owned it, and 
w^ith Mr. Balcom, a few years, also, as a common hand, 
and afterwards was the Siiperinteudent of his mill some 10 
or 12 years, to the day of his death in 1876. Mr. B. speaks 
well of him, as being a faithful, trustworthy agent. It 
was stated in an obituary notice of him. that during some 
twenty years, as a journeyman, he was contented to work 
for very low wages, yet by strict industry and economy, 
he earned and left a competency for his family, besides 
giving liberally, (as a worthy deacon of the Baptist church) 
towards a very expensive re-modeling of their house of 
worship. This mention of his name nmst excite a feeling 
of reverence for his memory. He set the day-laborer 
an example more worthy his imitation than that of a 
conqueror. 

Mr. Balcom's mill has 2 water-wheels, 2 sets of 44 in. 
cards, 660 spindles, and 12 looms — employs 35 hands — 
uses 140,000 ll^s. California wool, and manufactures 90,- 
000 yards of black Doeskins, Tricots, Tweeds and Meltons, 
per annum — which goods, at present prices, are worth 
$ 70,000. 



<'The Old Knife Faetory Bnilding" 

Is far from being an appropriate name for the large S-sto- 
ry wooden structure on fall No. 8, north side ; yet it is the 
name it has been known by among us for many years past. 
It was built in 18S6-7, by Doct. John S. Spaulding as prin- 
cipal manager; though it is believed William R(»ssiter, 
and perhaps others, were interested in the undertaking — 
the especial object of which is not known, unless it was 
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to make ready for some ** aristocratic capitalist" who 
might chance to come among ns. Be that as it may, like 
others else wli ere herein referred to, it stood empty, with- 
out inside finish, till '58, when (Doctor Sp^ulding having 
in the mean time deceased), the firm *' Sanford & Rossi ter" 
commenced making t^ble knives there. That business was 
continued about five years, with but poor results to the 
parties engaged in it. The building again stood unoccupi- 
ed till '66-7, when the "Claremont Linen Oo." put into 
it macliinery for making linen toweling from the raw 
material — spinning and weaving the goods by a new pro- 
cess. The company not realizing anticipated profits, they 
abandoned the business after about three years' trial, and 
the building again stood empty till 1877. Then came 
among us, from Enfield, N. H., 

HERBERT BAILEY, 

Who purchased and put the building in complete re- 
pair — making several additions to it, and filling it with 
machinery for manufacturing Knit Shirts and Dbawkrs. 
Ilis machinery is driven by i water-wheel, and consists 
of 5 sets of carding, spinning and finishing machinery 
complete, and 25 sewing machines. Annual consumption 
of cotton and wool 150,000 lbs., producing goods valued 
at $ 100,000— employs 40 hands. 

This is considered a valuable and important addition to 
the manufacturing establishments in our village. And as 
we have still unoccupied room and water-power to spare, 
it will be peculiarly fortunate for us to have it taken 
up and used by manufacturers having the ready means and 
business tact of this one among our latest acquisitions in 
the line of manufacturing industry. 

On coming here Mr. Bailey bought the dwelling-house 
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and ample grounds of Otis F. R. Waite, on Central street, 
and is fitting them np elegantly for his residence. 

The lower Falls Company. 

The theatre of this company's operations was where 
they expected to utilize a 9th fall or water-power, by 
taking the water from the norths and conducting it into 
the east side of the river. In 1836 (as if there could be 
no limit to the " flying of manufacturing kites"* at that 
early day), John Gove, and others from out of town, start- 
ed this company, — bought a farm of Jona. Read, and 
pitched upon a spot on the meadow, some 150 rods 
(more or less) below the dam at Mr. Bailey's factory, as 
the site of their 8 or 4-story brick factory. They dug a 
canal from the foot of said dam to the aforesaid site, by 
■which to obtain their motive power — calculating to dig 
another from below it, to convey the water into the river 
again — and thus obtain a fall of 11 or 12 feet. At the 
spot selected for their magnificent building they excavat- 
ed the ground several feet below the surface, and laid 
their foundation walls of well assorted stone on what they 
deemed a sure and solid basis — got together their brick, 
and a considerable supply of other building materials, on 

the ground, and then concluded to "wait a spell for 

better times" to go on and finish their factory. They 
did n't wait but a year or two, before they came to the 
conclusion that the best thing they could do was to wind 
up the concern, and let their assets " go up" at public sale ; 

* In an Editorial of " The National Eagle" of Dec. 4, 1835, it is stated, 
that during that year there had been built in Claremont more than 70 
buildings, "(mostly dwelling-houses), besides one or two factories." — 
And we may add, on as reliable authority, that, in 1836, an equal num- 
ber of the former, and twice as many of the latter class of buildings 
were erected here. 
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then turn their attention to other less hazardous business 
enterprises. But let it be borne in mind, that at some 
future day, when our country shall have a stable, un vacil- 
lating currency, (if that day ever comes), this Lower 
Falls Company's factory site may become a mine of great 
value to an enterprising set of Yankees who knoTv how 
best to improve its advantages for manufacturing pur- 
poses. 

1 have now gone through with these Hiatorical and 
Statistical Sketches within the limits of " the village prop- 
er", according to the original programme. But the liber- 
al encouragement I have received, enables me to extend 
the review a considerable distance beyond those limits— 
to the territory known among us as 

»*THE WEST PART" 

of Olaremont. And we go into that rural district im- 
^pressed with a feeling of veneration towards the ground 
we tread upon ; for it was here, about 1765, that a son 
of the inventor (in England), of the old "Tub Water- 
wheel", Ool. Benjamin Tyler, first commenced the busi- 
ness of manufacturing, — and afterwards, (wit^i two of his 
sons), supplied the whole country around them with that 
"old Tub Wheel." And it was here the native forests of 
the town first yielded to the woodman's axe,— and where 
the first chvrch in town was organized, and the first fram- 
ed church-building erected. 

Henry Rassell and F. T. Kidder's Carpet Factory. 

In addition to the 130 feet of water-fall that I have 
noticed, it is claimed that there is not far from 100 feet 
more between No. 9, as before described, and the conflu- 
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ence of our river with the Oonnecticut— but a small part 
of which is in use. Following the stream down on the 
north side to about half way between No. 9 arfd *'the 
West Part" village, we come to where Henry Russell and 
his brother-in-law, Doct. F. T. Kidder, in 1851-2, put up a 
l-story brick edifice, occupying about half an acre, and 
filled it with the requisite machinery for making carpet- 
ings — which machinery was put in motion by water taken 
from their 20-ft. dam across the river at that point, which 
set it back some 150 or 200 rods, and thus formed a capa- 
cions reservoir for use in " low water." They had all the 
local facilities they could wish for their business; but, 
after about a year's trial they relinquished the undertak- 
ing — and now hardly a vestige of their buildings or dam 
remains to mark the spot they once occupied. 

Col. Benjamin Tyler's Smelting & Ironworking Establishment. 

• Soon after building his gristmill in 1766, as before noted. 
Col. Benjamin Tyler put a dam across the river, a few 
rods above where the Sullivan R. R. Oo.'s " High Bridge" 
now stands, and built a small shop in which he had a 
forge, triphammer and other tools for manufacturing mill- 
irons and other heavy articles, from iron-ore, which (I 
am told by one of his grandsons), he drew from a lot of 
ground just below the so called " Dry Sawmill", 2 or 3 
miles north of Charlestown street. Here he did a large 
and lucrative business, for 20 years or more — employing, 
(ray said informant says), a great part of the time, some 
20 o* 30 hands. He died in 1814, aged 81. 

In 1800 Ool. Tyler put in operation at or near the site 
of the Jarvis papermill, what was known as the " Flax 
Mill" in those days ; the use of which was to prepare flax 
for the old hand spinning-wheel. 
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.The Bnssell Jariis Papermill,— and SawmiU. 

J. Q. A. MELLEN, SUPERINTENDENT. 

About the vear 1813 Doct. Leonard and Consul William 
Jarvis bought of Ool. Benj. Tyler his grist and sawmill 
establishment and water-power, together with ten acres 
of land adjoining; and Doct. L. Jarvis erected the main 
building nowr owned and occupied by Ool. R. Jarvis as a 
papermill, and carried on the manufacture of broad cloths 
in it for some 12 or 16 years. The Jackson- Van Bu- 
ren repeal of a pfotective tariff destroying that branch of 
national industry, the broad cloth machinery gave place 
to that for making wrapping-paper — put in by Doct. L. 
Jarvis' son, the present owner, who first leased the mill 
to Burpee & Fiske, a number of years — afterwards to the 
Clar. Manuf. Co., N. "Whitney, and, in 1868, to J. Pierce 
& Co. — since then the mill has been occupied by Col. R. 
Jarvis. 

This mill is run by two water-wheels ; one operating 
4 pulp engines ; the other a 36-in. cylinder machine. Since 
February, 1874, it has been under the management of the 
present Superintendent, making Print, Hanging, Glazing 
and Colored papers ; consuming about 2,600 lbs. of stock, 
and turning out 2,000 lbs. of paper per diem. 



The Farrington Paperinill. 

s 

The saw and gristmills, on the north side of the river, 
opposite the Jarvis mills above referred to, were known 
a good many years before and after 1836, as the " Gil- 
more Mills" ; but when or by whom built, " this depon- 
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ent sayeth not." When postmaster Gilraore occupied 
them, he or his brother liad a blacksmith's forge and 
triphammer, near where Farrington's papermill is now. 
Mr. John Fabeington, who returned from California some 
twenty years ago, with *' a pocket -full of -rooks", now 
ow^ns the present saw and papermill establishments stand- 
ing on the sites, respectively, of the old Gilmore mills 
and forge. He built and furnished the papermill with 
maohinery in 1861, and the sawmill in '66. His paper- 
mill has 2 pulp engines, a 36-in. cylinder machine, and it 
produces about 2,000 lbs. of White Roll paper a day. 



« *•* * 



The Pablie Institutions of Claremont, from 1766 to 1879. 



As was the case with most New Englaitd towns, the 
first settlement of Cla.remont, (in 1765), was very tardy. 
A large proportion of its early pioneers came from Con- 
necticut. They pitched upon lands bordering on and 
near the Connecticut River. Hence it was that by inqui- 
ry we findi the first public or town cemetery was locat- 
ed in the " West Part", near the first-built framed church 
edifice, and that the first interment in this " burying- 
ground" was in 1766; while the first in that of the East 
Village was in 1792 — 26 years afterwards. 

But as we are not writing a *' History of Claremonf^ — 
though it is high time somebody should be— we will pro- 
ceed to notice what has been done by way of improving 
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^ its Public Institutions — tliese improvements, let it be kept 
in mind, being the outcome and result of the persistent 
and finally successful efforts of its citizens to improve its 
WATER-PowKE, and other natural advantages for business 
operations. 

Within the principal village there are 6 school-houses; 
all of them (except that near the Universalist church, I 
believe), built since 1856. That one is occupied by two 
grades — the primary and intermediate. And, for two or 
three years past, (thanks for the provisions and enforce- 
ment of the late compulsory educational law of N. H.) 
& primary school, composed almost entirely of the child- 
red of " foreigners", so called, numbering some 85 or 40 
pupils, has been kept in district No. 1 in a hired roora. 

In 1834 there was but a single church building (the Uni- 
versalists'— Kev. Edward Smiley, Universalist Pastor) — 
that is now occupied as a " house of worship." All the 
others, viz. the Congregational, Kev. Levi Kodgers, Pas- 
tor; the Episcopalian, Rev. Henry Ferguson, Rector; the 
Methodist, Rev. Daniel Stevenson, Pastor; the Baptist, 
Rev. Joseph Swaim, Pastor; the RomanCatholic, Cor- 
nelius O'SuLLivAN, Priest— have been built since that date 
— are all in good repair ; the Congregational and Baptist 
having been remodeled, at great expense, within four or 
five years past — the Episcopal thoroughly repaired. ' 

Until about the year 1836, we had no Town House. 
Our Town Meetings were held in what was once the " Old 
town meeting-house, out at Draper's Comer." It was, a 
good many years prior to 1836, moved into the village— 
afterwards the rotund part was added, and, about that 
year, adopted as our veritable *' Town House"; and about 
11 years ago it was remodeled for its more convenient 
use as such, at an expense of about $ 10,000. 

In thus cursorily glancing at our primary public Insti- 
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lotions, they ai*e reviewed in the consecutive order they 
"were introduced among us by the early settlers and their 
successors, viz.: Ist, the cemetery^ then the school Tumse^ 
then the churchy then the Unon house — and then, " 5thly," 
(at a much later day, and not yet seen among our institu- 
tions), the jail and penitentiary^ as necessary substitutes 
for the time -honored pillory and whipping -post. 

Yet the foregoing institutions do not comprise all that 
are indispensably necessary for the full development and 
preservation of civilization and " rational liberty." So 
reasoned many of our citizens in '47-8, when strong efforts 
were made by them for establishing a High School here. 
But they had to wait till one of their number had gone 
out into the marts of trade, and, by his superior skill in 
catering to the traveling public, had secured "a fortune", 
before the long sought-for institution could be brought to 
our doors. This native of our town — Paean Stevens, the 
son of one of our highly respected early settlers, Ool 
Josiah Stevens, (who died here in 1826), had thus acquir- 
ed the ability, and was prompted by his noble quality of 
heart to liberallj' endow an invaluable seminary of learn- 
ing for us, and for generations to come. 

The Stevens High Sehool. 

The building for this school is located in a pleasant, 
and rather retired, part of the village— on the lat« Hon. 
Geo. B. Upham's homestead lot, corner of Broad and 
Summer Streets, containing nearly 2 acres. It was built^ 
in '67 ; S. P. Fiske, Geo. N. Farwell, Doct. N. Tolles, a! 
Dickinson and B. P. Gilman were the building-^jommit- 
tee. It is a beautiful and substantial 8>story brick edifice, 
(the third story having a hall the whole size of the build- 
ing, used for lecturing and other occasions of assembling 



34 CLAREMONT. I 766- 1 8 79, 

the whole school) — having every necessary inside appoint- 
ment, and sufficient space for the convenient accommoda- 
tion of 200 scholars. It cost, including the iron fence, 
etc., $27,225 — the town appropriating $16,000, and Mn 
Stevens about $13,000 towards it; and also $10,000, to 
be permanently invested as a fund, the interest to go to- 
wards the support of the school ; to which fund, by will, 
at his decease in '72 he added $ 40,000 — making his entire 
donation to the institution amount to about $ 65,000. 

This school has three terms of instruction each year, 
viz. : Fall Term of 16 weeks, begins about the 1st of Sep- 
tember ; Winter Term 12 weeks, to close the last Tuesday 
in March; Spring Term 11 weeks, to close the last 'week 
in June. Its first term commenced in September, 1868; 
and it has bpen in successful operation ever since — the 
first 2 years Doct. N. Baerows was Principal ; and for 
the last 9 years the present highly esteemed and well 
qualified Principal, Aethub J. Swain, has had charge. 

Thus it will be seen, that by this munificent bequest of 
Paean Stevens, the youth of Olaremont, male and female, 
(and of other towns, at a small expense for tuition), can 
obtain free high school instruction to fit them for oollege. 

The Fiske Free library. 

In 1873 Samuel P. Fiske, Esq., a native and venerable 
citizen of Olaremont, gave as a nucleus to a town Libra- 
ry, free to every inhabitant, about 2000 volumes of books 
well adapted for the purpose, on condition that the town 
should provide a suitable room and librarian, keep them 
in repair, and replace any which might be lost or destroy- 
ed witli others of equal value. The town accepted the 
gift, and named it the " Fiske Febb Libbaey" — and the 
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books were kept in the Hall of the High School building 
till removed into that recently fitted np for this Library. 
At the annual town meeting in March, 1877, the Trustees 
then chosen, viz. : D. W. Johnson, 0. F. R. Waite, 0. B. 
Way, A. T. Batchelder and A. Willis, were authorized to 
purchase the " Bailey Block" for $ 4,500, for said Library ; 
and at the town meeting in March, '78, the said Trustees 
were authorized to alter, repair and fit up a part of the 
second story for the Library, at an expense not to ex* 
ceed $ 2,500. 

This was done, and the books, with valuable additions 
— the whole numbering about 3,300 volumes donated by 
Mr. Fiske, were removed to said building that summer. 
Mr. Fiske, who died in February, '79, bequeathed by his 
will-$ 5,000, including what he had already-given, for the 
purchase of more books for the Library ; and $4,000 more 
as a fund, the interest of which is to be expended by the 
Trustees, for the same purpose. This Fiske Free Library 
is now one of the most valued and useful institutions in 
town. The rents of the part of the building not used for 
the Library, amount to a little over 7 per cent, income on 
its entire cost to the town, as it now stands. 
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SOME OF THE FIRST SETTLERS. 

As we have not yet (though for many years past expect- 
ting to have) a " Town History" of Olaremont to go to for 
historical incidents, I will touch them lightly here : 

I have it from reliable authority, that in the winter of 

1765, Ool. Benjamin Tyleb came from Wallingford, Conn., 

traveling on foot, — a part of the way on the ice of the 

•Connecticut River. It would seem that the object of this 
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first visit was merely prospective ; for it is further stated, 
that in '65-6, he had (probably by some means of convey- 
ance in which a horse was employed), got hia tools up 
from Wallingford, and built a Gristmill on the spot wher© 
Mr. Farringtou's sawmill now stands. And, in 1 785, he 
built and gave to his son Ephraim, the *' Old Tyler Mills", 
at fall No. 5, as before stated. The town gave Ool. Tyler 
100 acres of land, as a premium for building this Jirst 
gristmilL He built the first saw and gristmills they had 
in nearly all the towns around. In Gilbert Davis' " His- 
tory of Reading," page 30, it is stated, that " The first 
sawmill in town was built by Ool. Tyler of Olaremont, K. 
H., in 1780; who built a gristmill [in Reading] in 1783." 

The first settlers in Olaremont congregated mainly at 
" the West Part." They began to arrive there, " on foot 
and on horse-back", in 1765; and on April 28, '69, there 
were the following twelve names of them signed to a pe- 
tition to a convocation of Oiergymen at New Milford, Ot., 
to send them a missionary, or lay-reader, or at least a 
school-master — vi^: Daniel Warner, Levi Warner, Asa 
Leet, Benj. Brooks, Benj. Brooks, jr., Benj. Roe, Abel 
Bachelor, Her. Rice, Micar Potter, Oornelius Brooks, 
Benjamin Tyler and Ebenezer Price. The present resi- 
dents of 0. will doubtless recognize among some of these 
tlie names of their ancestors, who duly prized the relig- 
ious and common-school instruction of their children. 

A good deal more might be said about the first settlers 
of Olaremont; indeed, an interesting book might be writ- 
ten about their accidents, mishaps and trials — one of the 
kind we have just room enough for here : When the large 
meadow, east of fall No. 1, was a wilderness, a pioneer 
hunter in search of game there, shot and killed a bear^ (as 
he supposed); but found, on a nearer view of his prize, 
that it was a neighbor's "oWJ black mare''' I 
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